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ready to be readmitted. Congress, however, re
fused to admit their senators and representatives,
and thus began the struggle which ended over a
year later with the victory of the radicals and the
undoing of the work of the two Presidents.

The plan of the Presidents was at best only im-
perfectly realized. It was found impossible to re-
organize the Federal Administration in the South
with men who could subscribe to the "ironclad
oath," for nearly all who were competent to hold
office had favored or aided the Confederacy. It
was two years before more than a third of the
post offices could be opened. The other Federal
departments were in similar difficulties, and at
last women and "carpetbaggers" were appointed.
The Freedmen's Bureau, which had been estab-
lished coincidently with the provisional govern-
ments, assumed jurisdiction over the negroes, while
the army authorities very early took the posi-
tion that any man who claimed to be a Unionist
should not be tried in the local courts but must be
given a better chance in a provost court. Thus a
third or more of the population was withdrawn
from the control of the state government. In sev-
eral States the head of the Bureau made arrange-
ments for local magistrates and officials to act a&